Role and expression patterns of E-cadherin in head and neck squamous cell carcinoma (HNSCC).
E- cadherin is a member of the cadherin superfamily known as the main mediator of the cell- cell calcium dependent adhesion interactions. Research evidence also yields to this adhesion molecule an important role in carcinogenesis and tumor progression. This review focuses on the differential expression of E- cadherin in the various anatomic sites of the human body where HNSCC arises. Controversies in the results of various studies are discussed and possible prospects for application of all this developing knowledge to prognosis and therapy of the disease are briefly mentioned.